


Case study: in gaol for sending an email

Shi Tao

Journalist Shi Tao, is serving a 10-year prison
sentence in China for sending an email.

Background

Before his detention journalist Shi Tao had

been warking for the Changsha-based magazine
Contemporary Trade News and had published
numerous essays and palitical commentarjes relating
to sodal problems in China,

On 20 April 2004 5hi Tao used his emaij acount to
email a US-based website, sharing the details of an
internal government directive instructing journalists
how to handle media coverage of the anniversary of
the Tiananmen Square crackdown. He was detained
on 24 November 2004, and officially arrested on 14
December 2004.

5hi Tao was charged with ‘llegally providing state
Secrets to foreign entities’ and sentenced 1o 10 years'
imprisonment, According o the court transcript,
Evﬂmﬂutiedtnm!erﬂendngﬂﬁ Tao
included account-holder infarmation provided by his email provider,

Find out more:

* Tiananmen Square: hmimmmeda.wgm&mmmquwemts_ﬂ_im
* Amnesty International: wWww.amnesty.org
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Activity 1 What language may be found in the Qur’an to describe heaven?

Read the ayahs of the Qur'an provided by your teacher and highlight in one colour, all the words and
phrases used to describe the features of Jannah (paradise or heaven), e.g. gardens of eternity, water
flowing constantly.

On your FIRST copy of the table below, record your findings. The first one has been done for you.

A view of heaven:
Activity 1 A Qur'anic view / Activity 2 My view (delete as appropriate)

H '
A: Aspects of the natural world C: Clothing and Jewellery
\ \
r b 4 7 b &
Refarance Refarance
55:50 Springs flowing frea 76:21 Pearls well guarded

4 B: Food and drink v D: Human-made luxuries and
i other features
> - > -
Refarance Referance
S22 Fruit in abundanca 5576 Grean cushions and rich

carpets

Activity 2 What features do | think important?

In Activity 1, you discovered some of the images that Muslims associate with haaven. Muslims believe that
these images can motivate people to obey God"s laws and to lead 3 good life, because they would want 1o
be sent to heaven when they die.

If there is a heaven or another place that you would want to go after you die, what features would you
expect to find there? Use 3 SECOMND copy of the table above 1o list some of the features that you associate
with heaven. You might not wish to complete each bax.
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